Visitors: BUSINESS and PLEASURE

Generally, a citizen of a foreign country who wishes to enter the United States must  first obtain a visa, either a nonimmigrant visa for temporary stay, or an immigrant visa for permanent residence. The “B” visitor visa is a nonimmigrant visa for persons desiring to enter the United States temporarily for business (B-1), or for pleasure or medical treatment (B-2). Persons planning to travel to the U.S. for other  purposes, such as students, temporary workers, crewmen, journalist, etc., must apply for a different visa in the appropriate category.

How does one qualify for a B-1/ B-2 visa ?

Applicants for visitor visa’s must show that they qualify under provisions of the Immigration and Nationality Act. The Presumption in the law is that every visa applicant is an intending immigrant. Therefore, applicants for visitor visa’s must overcome this presumption by demonstrating that:

· The purpose of the trip is to enter the U.S for business or pleasure;

· That they plan to remain for a specific limited period; and

· That they have a permanent residence in the Philippines, as well as other binding ties which will ensure their return to the Philippines at the end of the visit.

What constitutes a “Permanent Residence” or  “Strong Ties”

Permanent residence and strong ties differ from country to country, city to city, individual to individual. Some examples of ties can be a job, a house, a family, a bank account. “Ties” are the various aspects of your life that bind you to your country of residence; your possessions, employment, social and family relationships.

During the visa interview, the consular officers look at each application individually and consider professional, social, cultural and other factors. In cases of younger applicants who may not have had an opportunity to form many ties, consular officers may look at the applicant’s specific intentions, family situations, and long –range law prospects within his or her country of residence. Each case is examined individually and is accorded every consideration under the law.

What is Section 214 (b)?

Section 214 (b) is part of the Immigration and Nationality Act (INA). It states: “Every alien shall be presumed to be an immigrant until he establishes to the  satisfaction of the consular officer, at the time of application for a visa, and the immigration officers, at the time of admission, that this entitled to a nonimmigrant status...”

Is a denial under Section 214 (b) permanent?

No. The consular officer will consider a case if an applicant can show convincing new evidence of ties in the Philippines.

APPLYING FOR A VISITOR VISA

Call 1-909-101-0000 (PLDT line) or 1-903-101-0000 (Bayantel Line) to schedule an appointment.

Applicants must process a valid passport  expiring no sooner than six months after the application for a visa. A US $45.00 nonrefundable application fee must be paid at a designated branch of Branch of the Philippine Islands or Citibank prior to applying. After paying a fee, applicants must call 1-909-101-0000 (PLDT line) or 1-903-101-0000 (Bayantel line) to schedule an appointment. This is a toll call, costing P18.00 pesos per minute, and is accessible 24 hours a day, 7 days week.

Required  Documentation

Each applicant for a visitor visa must submit:

1. An application form, DS-156 and DS-157, completed dated and signed. Blank forms are available without charge at any designated branch of Bank of the Philippine Islands or Citibank or you can download a copy from the embassy’s web site, www.usembassy.state.gov/manila.

2. A visa application fee, which is validated on the application form by a bank teller from any designated branch of Bank of the Philippine Island or Citibank when payment is made.

3. A valid Philippine passport. Passport must be valid for travel to the United States and should be valid six months after the application for a visa.

4. One Photograph, 1 ½ by 1 ½ inches square, showing full face, without head covering, against a white background, with your usual signature written on the reverse side. Photograph must be glued on the application form. 

Optional Documentation

Documents that can be useful to the interview officer:

· The last three monthly bank statements or bank passbooks (required)

· Employment certification, including salary, tenure position 

· Credit card statements for prior three months

· Marriage / Birth Certificates issued on NSO security paper (required if applying with or for the spouse and children)

· DSWD travel clearance or permit for minor travelling  with only one parent or no parent

· INS Form certifying an extension of stay in the United States (required if you previously overstayed in the United States on B1/ B2 visitor’s visa)

·  Vehicle registrations

· Land Title (originals only, no certified copies please)

· All previously issued passports or affidavit of loss (required)

To speed  up the interview process, it is recommended that all applicants write the following information on the blank portion of the application form (back of DS-157)

1. Applicant and spouse’ s job, annual income and length of service in the company  or business; and

2. Asset information, listing type of major assets and value

The consular officer will ask for this information during the interview, but providing it in writing will help speed up the process.

Person travelling to the U.S. for medical treatment should have a statement from a doctor or institution concerning proposed medical treatment, an estimate of how much the treatment will cost, estimate of length of time required for the treatment and proof  that financial arrangements for payment of estimated expenses have made. 

Those applicants who do not have sufficient funds to support themselves while in the U.S. must present convincing evidence that an interested  person will provide support. Visitor’s are not permitted to accept employment during their stay in the US. Depending on individual circumstances, applicants may provide other evidence substantiating the trip’ s purpose and specifying the nature of binding obligations,  such as family ties on employment that would compel their return from abroad.

Persons travelling to the US on business can present a letter from the US business firm indicating the purpose of the trip, the bearer’s intended length of stay, and the firm’s  intent to defray travel costs.

US PORT OF ENTRY

Applicant should be aware that a visa does not guarantee entry into the United States. The US Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) has authority to deny admission. Also, the period for which the bearer of a visitor visa is authorized to remain in the United States is determined by the INS, not the consular officer. At the port of entry, an INS official must authorize the travelers admission to the US. At that time the INS Form 1-94, Record of Arrival-Departure, which notes the length of  stay permitted, is validated.

Additional Information

Applicants for visitor visas should not find it necessary to employ persons to assist them in preparing documents or securing access to the US consular office. During the application process, non-applicants inside the interviewing area may be asked to leave due to limited space. All applicants must represent himself/herself.

If the consular officer should find it necessary to deny the issuance of a visitor visa, the applicant may apply again if there is new evidence to overcome the basis for the refusal. In the absence of new evidence, consular officers are not obliged to re-examine such cases.

A person whose passport contains a previously issued visitor visa which expired less than five years ago and who has not been refused since the last visa was issued may apply for a renewal through the Nonimmigrant Visa. Renewal System by calling 1-909-101-0000 (PLDT line) or 1-903-101-0000 (Bayantel line) to arrange for courier pick up of their application.

When making an appointment or arranging courier pick-up of the renewal of the visa through the Nonimmigrant Visa (NIV) call center, the caller must have the passport handy. The Customer Service Representative (CSR) will be asking for data found on the biographic page of the  passport. Data gathered by the CSR will be entered in the  NIV system, and it will serve as the applicant’s record when applying  for a visa. To eliminate errors on the visa, it is imperative that the caller provide correct information to the CSR. If granted a visa, the passport will be returned to the applicant through courier.

Unless previously cancelled, a visa is valid until its expiration date. Therefore, if the traveler has a valid US visitor visa in an expired passport, he or she may use it along with new valid passport for travel and admission to the United States.

Attempting to obtain a visa by the willful misrepresentation  of a material fact, or fraud, may result in the permanent refusal of a visa or denial of entry into the United States.

HOLIDAY NOTICE

Consular Office are closed on all legal holidays of the Philippines and of the United States of America and any additional Philippine holidays declared by Presidential proclamation. If your appointment for interview falls on a declared holiday by the Philippine Government, Please call center for a new appointment.  

Note : Apply for your visa at least three months in advance and before you make final travel arrangement.

